
SOUTH WEST WALES REGIONAL WASTE ASSESSMENT AND PLAN 
MEETING OF THE REGIONAL TECHNICAL GROUP 

Notes of the meeting held on Thursday 16th September 2004, at 2.00pm 
Room 3 Astral Court, Baglan Energy Park 

 
  Present 
  

Geoff White (Chair)  Neath Port Talbot CBC 
Howell Beaton   Neath Port Talbot CBC 
Ceri Morris    Neath Port Talbot CBC 
Carol Williams  Pembrokeshire CC / PCNPA 
Dave Harries   Pembrokeshire County Council 
Steve Bool   Bridgend County Borough Council 
Graham Dorrington  Ceredigion County Council 
Nick Oakes   Ceredigion County Council 
Clifford Parish   City & County Of Swansea 
Alison Thomas  City & County Of Swansea 
Audrey Evans   Environment Agency (SW Wales) 

 Neil Bateman   Carmarthenshire County Council 
 Phil Williams   Carmarthenshire County Council 
 Ruth Brown   Brecon Beacons National Park Authority 
 Sue Martin   Welsh Assembly Government 
 Cathy O’Brien   Welsh Assembly Government (Waste Strategy Unit) 

Miranda Lewis  Environment Agency 
    
1. Apologies 
  

Philip Marks   CYLCH 
 

2. Minutes of the Technical Group meeting held on 13th August 2004  
 
Agreed to be a true record. 
 
Item 4: CP reported that Cllr. A Robinson would be a substitute representative on the Member Forum 
and requested that he be included on the mailing list. Action: CM.  
 
3. RWP Addendum: 
 

• Progress on the work of the Environment Agency 
 
ML circulated a series of maps to accompany the GIS Mapping report and proceeded to provide a 
summary of the main points.   
 
The following points were noted / agreed. 
 

• The report has been amended to incorporate the comments made at the previous meeting; 
• An accessibility layer (i.e. road, rail and urban areas) has been added to the model. The 

accompanying maps have both a 5 mile and 2 km buffer applied; 
• The maps do not include either a topographical layer or a geology layer. Applying such layers 

will significantly affect the final composite map; and 
• In order to further refine the maps, there is a need to better define the ‘urbanised’ areas across 

the region. A potential way forward would be to incorporate the 2001 Census data. 
GW reported that a meeting had taken place between the EA, WAG and Neath Port Talbot to take a 



view on how to progress and to establish how such work is to be funded / resourced. 
 
It was noted that to date the EA has carried out a considerable amount of work on the maps but have 
indicated that they are unable to put any further resources into this area of work. At the same time, the 
WAG indicated that they wish to continue this work and extend it on an all-Wales basis. As such, there 
is a need to consider the requirement to employ external consultants to continue the work. 
 
The following was agreed: 
 

• There is a need to further refine the maps and for this reason it is inappropriate to present any 
maps to the Member Forum; 

• A progress report be prepared and presented to the Member Forum along with the EA’s 
‘written’ report on the GIS Mapping Exercise. Action: GW / CM; 

• The WAG should undertake the required further work urgently (i.e. employ consultants to 
conclude the work). Action: SM / CO; 

• The RTG to provide the necessary input to establish the specification for the research project. 
Action: All. 

 
• Progress on the work of the Regional Municipal Waste Group 

 
HB reported that the Regional Municipal Officers Group is awaiting a report from SLR regarding 
infrastructure requirements for the region.  
 
The report not only looks at municipal waste but also considers commercial waste. The report may 
potentially provide a solution to what needs to be included in UDP’s. A likely scenario will be in the 
longer term landfill will not be required but a short-term problem will exist.  
 
It is important that this report be fed into the process at the earliest opportunity. Action: HB. 

 
4. Date of Next Meeting
 
It was agreed that the next meeting be held at 2.00pm Monday 1st November. 
 
5. Any Other Business 
 
CO referred to the circulated Waste Planning Capacities and Infrastructure Development paper. The 
importance of the information was emphasised and those who had not responded to the recent WAG 
questionnaire, were requested to do so. 
 
CO raised the need for the Addendum to include planning criteria for hazardous waste treatment plants, 
which is a separate issue to the GIS exercise, which is aimed at landfills. 
 
It was noted that via the planning process all authorities should aim to establish as much data as 
possible. There is perhaps a need to agree a protocol to achieve such an aim. It was suggested that such 
a protocol might exist in the POS. Action: SB to establish. 
 
SM reported that consultants are to send out C&D Waste Questionnaire/Survey forms by mid-October. 
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