Speech - Jane Davidson, Minister for Environment, Sustainability and Housing
Launch of the Regional Waste Plan Consultation

1 Good evening everyone. I am very pleased to be here at the launch of the consultation on the First Review of the three  Regional Waste Plans. 

2 One of my key roles as Minister for Environment, Sustainability and Housing is to drive the future development of sustainable waste management in Wales, in line with the requirements of the Welsh Waste Strategy ‘Wise About Waste’. 

3 The Strategy, and the waste planning guidance note TAN21, place a requirement on Welsh local authorities and the Assembly Government to work together to produce detailed plans to ensure that this future development is sustainable, and complies with the strategy.

4 Since the Regional Waste Plans were originally published in 2004, there has been considerable progress towards meeting the aims of the Welsh Waste Strategy, and we can be justifiably pleased with what we have achieved so far. This includes municipal recycling & composting rates in excess of 27%, beating the target of 25%. But there is still room for significantly more progress to be made.

5 Last Thursday I announced that my preferred option for discussion for future targets is for 70% of municipal waste to be recycled and composted by 2025. We have to look to raise our game significantly on recycling in order to make a contribution to tackling combat climate change. This is the start of a discussion with local authorities to agree ways to reach the targets to reduce our reliance on unsustainable landfill and meet the EU Landfill Directive targets. 

6 The Regional Waste Plans address all waste streams, not only household wastes, and as such are an important tool in ensuring that materials are recovered and effectively utilised from commercial, industrials and agricultural practices. 

7 The Plans are now being reviewed to ensure that they have taken account of the development of new waste treatment and disposal technologies, and include a much more robust study of the environmental and health impacts of waste management services and facilities. This will enable the most appropriate solutions to be selected for the treatment of residual waste in the coming years, which satisfy public, environmental and economic concerns.

8 We must be bold in stressing the need for these new sustainable solutions to the management of waste in the face of the inevitable concerns of local people.  We need to gain the support of the community; we need to explain clearly why the facilities are needed. In particular we need to stress that the public has nothing to fear from well run modern facilities. Indeed the alternative of no facilities to manage our waste is infinitely less desirable.

9 In my proposals for the future direction of the management of municipal waste that I outlined last Thursday, I proposed a cap on energy from waste of 30% from 2009/10.  I firmly believe that recycling should take precedence over disposal. However, energy from waste is preferred over landfill for the fraction of waste that cannot be recycled. Energy from waste thus has an important role to play in the sustainable management of waste, and in the provision of energy for the public and business use.  Where energy from waste plants are built I wish to see opportunities maximised to also use the spare heat in combined heat and power projects. I have proposed that we consult on a potential minimum energy efficiency threshold for new energy from waste plants.

10 The draft Regional Waste Plans also include a set of constraint maps. These have been developed to help local authorities, waste operators and other stakeholders to locate future waste plants in the most appropriate areas, and to help local authority planners to set suitable policies in local development plans. These maps will provide the strategic framework within which local authorities will make their own local planning decisions for new treatment facilities.

11 Consultation on the draft Plans is intended to be as widespread as possible, and the Regional Waste Groups have appointed Hyder Consulting Ltd to undertake an extensive consultation exercise on their behalf. This exercise will run from now until Christmas, and will involve surveys, interviews and meetings of all stakeholder groups with an interest in waste management and in particular this review process.

12 After the consultation is completed, the final reports will be made available to Welsh local authorities in June next year for final endorsement by elected members at each authority. The completed reports will then be used as the basis for future waste management planning within Wales at a more local level – taking the lead from these strategic plans.

13 It is therefore very important that everyone in Wales is aware of this consultation, and that they have their say. Waste is an issue that affects us all, and we all need to work together to ensure that we deal with it as sustainably as possible. Please get involved and have your say. 

14 Please encourage others to get involved and help us plan effectively for waste in the future.

Thank you.

Jane Davidson

