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AM urges Wales to be part of the new regional waste plans
The Minister for Sustainability and Rural Development said yesterday that Wales needed to increase recycling figures, reduce reliance on landfill and tackle climate change to ensure no local authorities are fined for failure to meet European targets by 2010.

At the launch of the new Regional Waste Plan Consultation, that will provide the future waste infrastructure planning framework for the regions of Wales, AM Jane Davidson said that everyone needed to be responsible for the waste created.  Also landfill deposits need to be drastically reduced and new methods of treating residual waste (the waste we cannot recycle or compost) must be implemented if targets of 70% recycling and composting are to be hit by 2025.

The Minister said that there was an urgent need for new waste facilities in Wales to treat residual waste and that the Welsh people needed to be bold in facing their concerns on issues related to the matter, otherwise local authorities could face heavy fines.

Over the next 10 weeks, the Regional Waste Plan 1st Review Consultation will provide the whole of Wales the opportunity to find out more and have their say on the future Regional Waste Plans.

Davidson emphasised the importance of participation at this initial stage of the consultation to drive future developments in dealing with all our waste streams, including that not only from households, but also from industry, commerce and agriculture as well.  She said:  “To date householders have all played their part in raising recycling to an all time high of 27%.  I have indicated my preference to substantially raise recycling levels to 70% by 2025. However, this still leaves 30% of municipal waste to deal with. 

“We must find a way to manage this waste - which we put in black bags or wheelie bins and is put into landfill sites - that we all produce and treat it in a way that is more beneficial to our environment, communities and the economy.  

“This consultation over the next 10 weeks offers all of us in Wales the chance to understand the issues and comment on what we think is the right thing to do in terms of new facilities, technology choices and how we select sites for these essential facilities.  I urge you all to take part and have your say.”

As part of the consultation there will be public focus groups, industry involvement, strategic stakeholder forums and community group events.  As well as 11,100 randomly sent out surveys, all residents will be able to voice their opinions through a survey accessed online (www.ourwasteourchalleng.org), via email (ourwasteourchallenge@hyderconsulting.com) or by telephone (02920 925202).  

Cllr Richard Parry Hughes (Gwynedd), WLGA Spokesperson for Planning and Environment said:  “Waste management affects everyone across Wales. We all produce rubbish that needs dealing with and this waste consultation will not only give communities a fuller understanding of what happens to their waste when it is collected from their house, office or bring site, but also encourage people to participate more in waste management processes.

“Today’s consultation offers a planning framework for dealing with all waste: household, construction and commercial waste. Having a sound, evidenced based regional framework will be important in helping local planning authorities to make robust decisions at the local level on appropriate waste management sites and aide them in their decision making around planning applications.” 

The 22 Welsh Local Authorities are faced with a challenging target to achieve 40% recycling and composting of household waste by 2010.  Tough targets have also been set for construction and demolition waste, such as reusing or recycling 85% of waste produced by 2010, and for industrial and commercial waste of which 80% of that landfilled in 1998 must be diverted by 2010.  The key drivers behind these targets are the EU Landfill Directive, the Landfill Allowances Scheme (LAS) Wales (2004) and the Welsh Waste Strategy, Wise About Waste (2002).  

 

The next three to four years will be critical in determining whether Wales establishes the necessary infrastructure in time to meet EU, UK and Welsh specific targets and provide the necessary alternatives to landfill. 
Detailed information and the survey form can be found by: 

visiting:           www.ourwasteourchallenge.org  
                       www.walesregionalwasteplans.gov.uk                         

calling:           02920 925202

emailing:        ourwasteourchallenge@hyderconsulting.com
writing:           FREEPOST RRRG-ALYJ-BRAK, Hyder Consulting (OUR WASTE OUR CHALLENGE) , Cardiff, CF3 0EY

                                
25 October 2007




For further press information or to set up an interview please contact Babita Wakelin or Jane Nuthall at the Hyder Consulting Press Office on 07975 819210

