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PRESS RELEASE ISSUED BY HYDER CONSULTING ON BEHALF OF THE WELSH REGIONAL WASTE GROUPS
REGIONAL WASTE PLAN – LAST CHANCE TO HAVE YOUR SAY

With a closing date of 24th December 2007, time is rapidly running out for people to have their say on the long-term waste management strategy and land-use planning framework in each of the three Welsh regions. 
 
The consultation process for the Regional Waste Plan includes a survey which the public is invited to complete.  To date, some 475 surveys have been sent in by members of the public and the Regional Waste Groups are keen to get as many views as possible before the closing date later this month.
 
Adam Read, Professor of Waste Management and technical director at Hyder Consulting who are managing the consultation process said, “The response from the public, both via the website and the mailed out surveys, has been encouraging, so clearly people see the issue of how we handle residual waste as a serious one.  It is, however, important that the maximum number of people have their say before the closing date”.
 
“The 22 Welsh Local Authorities are faced with a stiff challenge to achieve targets set by the EU Landfill Directive, the Landfill Allowances Scheme (LAS) Wales (2004) and the Welsh Waste Strategy, Wise About Waste (2002).  With the help of the people of Wales we can ensure that the right solutions are put in place to not only achieve, but also exceed these targets.” 



People wishing to complete the survey can obtain a copy by any of the following methods:

visiting:
www.ourwasteourchallenge.org  
           
     
www.walesregionalwasteplans.gov.uk                         

calling: 
02920 925202

emailing: 
ourwasteourchallenge@hyderconsulting.com
19 December 2007


For further press information or to set up an interview please contact Jane Nuthall or Alan Myers at the Hyder Consulting Press Office on 07975 819210

Notes to Editors:
What are the regional waste plans

Regional Waste Plans were introduced in March 2004 in order to take a strategic approach to waste planning and promoting collaboration between Welsh local authorities.
Concentrating on three regional waste planning areas: the North Region, the South East Region and the South West Region, the aim of the Regional Waste Plan is to provide a long-term waste management strategy and land-use planning framework for the sustainable management of wastes and recovery of resources in each of the three Welsh regions.  
Through appropriate means it aims to minimise adverse impacts on the environment and human health and curtail adverse social and economic impacts while maximising social and economic opportunities.  It will also aim to meet the needs of communities and businesses and accord with the legislative requirements, targets, principles and policies set by the European and national policy framework.
Possible plants of the future

There are several possibilities for waste disposal.  These include the following:

Composting: biodegradable wastes such as garden and kitchen waste are decomposed.  Forms of composting include In-Vessel Composting (IVC), Windrow Composting and Anaerobic Digestion (AD).

Mechanical Biological Treatment (MBT)/Biological Mechanical Treatment (BMT): A process that recovers as much materials and energy from residual waste. However, it still leaves some waste which needs to be sent to landfill or thermal treatment.

Mechanical Heat Treatment (MHT): Using steam, residual waste is turned into a fibrous material that can be reused. 

Energy Recovery: Various forms, incineration with energy recovery (energy from waste), pyrolysis and gasification, and anaerobic digestion (AD).  

