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Wales could sink in rubbish in less than 10 years
Wales will be sinking in its own rubbish within the next decade if new technologies are not developed and implemented.

In less than seven years parts of Wales will have no landfill space left if the amount of waste generated by households, industry and agriculture continues at its present rate.
12 million tonnes of waste is collected each year in Wales, that’s the equivalent to filling 13,000 transit vans a day.  At present only 27.5% of municipal waste is recycled or composted.

While increasing the rate of recycling is one solution, waste treatment plants have to be introduced to deal with the residual waste that can not be recycled such as nappies, composite materials and certain types of plastics. 
Even if targets of 70 per cent recycling and composting rates are achieved by 2025, many facilities, from Anaerobic Digestion facilities to Energy Recovery plants, will be required to deal with all the different types of waste generated.  
Energy recovery plants have already been introduced successfully across Europe and North America, where residents have benefited from cleaner environments, innovative architectural design and cheaper energy.

Adam Read, professor of waste management and technical director at Hyder Consulting said: “Energy recovery plants already play a significant role in major cities like Paris and Vienna, where 50% of the city’s rubbish is treated to generate local electricity and heat.  You will find them in the suburbs, as well as in industrial areas.  In these cities the management of waste does not have a negative impact on the environment, but is seen as an opportunity.  

“These plants are highly regulated, clean and efficient forms of treatment for residual waste. And they are designed to limit noise and odour impact. Sewage treatment plants and industrial processing facilities can often smell worse, but the public believe that the new facilities will resemble the dirty incinerators of the 1940s and 50s. This is a long way from the truth.
“Communities in Europe have been involved in the design and location of their plants – some like the Spittelau in Vienna has even become a tourist attraction.  Communities are also benefiting from the heat they generate and cheaper electricity.  This is one of the sensible approaches we believe should be developed in Wales, for materials that cannot be recycled or composted so that the communities with these facilities benefit from them and are involved in their design.”

A long-term national waste strategy for Wales is being prepared by the Welsh Assembly Government, which will work alongside the Regional Waste Plans in  outlining the need for an integrated network of waste management facilities for the country. As part of this programme of development Hyder Consulting has launched a regional waste plan review consultation process across the three regions; the North, South East and South West regions.
Over the next eight weeks, ending on December 24th, there is an opportunity for everyone to get involved and have your say on the big issues by completing an on-line questionnaire (www.ourwasteourchallenge.org) or phoning 02920 925202 for a survey form.
For further information on the survey and the regional waste plan review go to www.ourwasteourchallenge.org 
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For further press information or to set up an interview please contact 
Babita Wakelin or Jane Nuthall at the Hyder Consulting Press Office on 07975 819210

Notes to Editors:
What are the regional waste plans

Regional Waste Plans were introduced in March 2004 in order to take a strategic approach to waste planning and promoting collaboration between Welsh local authorities.
Concentrating on three regional waste planning areas: the North Region, the South East Region and the South West Region, the aim of the Regional Waste Plan is to provide long-term waste management strategy and land-use planning framework for the sustainable management of wastes and recovery of resources in each of the three Welsh regions.  
Through appropriate means it aims to minimise adverse impacts on the environment and human health and curtail adverse social and economic impacts while maximising social and economic opportunities.  It will also aim to meet the needs of communities and businesses and accord with the legislative requirements, targets, principles and policies set by the European and national policy framework.
Possible plants of the future

There are several possibilities for waste disposal.  These include the following:

Composting: biodegradable wastes such as garden and kitchen waste are decomposed.  Forms of composting include In-Vessel Composting (IVC), Windrow Composting and Anaerobic Digestion (AD).

Mechanical Biological Treatment (MBT)/Biological Mechanical Treatment (BMT): A process that recovers as much materials and energy from residual waste. However, it still leaves some waste which needs to be sent to landfill or thermal treatment.
Mechanical Heat Treatment (MHT): Using steam, residual waste is turned into a fibrous material that can be reused. 

Energy Recovery: Various forms, incineration with energy recovery (energy from waste), pyrolysis and gasification, and anaerobic digestion (AD). 
